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UNIVERSITY of MISSOURI 



MISSOURI SCHOOL OF JOUKNALISM 



JOURNALISM STUDIES DEPARTMENT 



January 31, 2012 

Dr. Harriet Wolfe 

Superintendent 

Sedalia200 

2806 Matthew Drive 

Sedalia, MO 65301-7981 

Dear Dr. Wolfe, 

Pursuant to the Missouri Sunshine Law (RSMo Chapter 610), I would like to obtain a copy of any and all 
records and correspondence pertaining to the challenge and/or removal of materials in school libraries 
and/or classrooms in your school district from January 1, 2008 to present. 1 have attached the form used by 
the Boone County School District to initiate book challenges as an example. 

T understand that if I seek a copy of this record, there may be a copying fee. Please inform mc of that cost 
prior to making the copy. I can be reached at 573-S82-5736. 

According to the statute, this request should be acted upon as soon as possible, but in no event later than the 
third business day following receipt of this letter. Tf access to the records I requested is going to take longer, 
please contact me so we can work out a reasonable date. PI! be back in touch in 10 working days if I don't 
hear from your office. 

If you choose to deny the request, then you are required to respond in writing and state the statutory 
exception authorizing the withholding of all or part of the public record and the name and title or position 
of the person responsible for the denial. 

Thank you for your assistance on this matter. 



Sincerely, 




Charles N. Davis, Ph.D. 
204 Neff Hall 
FAX: 573-884-5400 



201NeffHall Columbia, MO 652 1 1 Phone: 573-882-08(50 Fax: 573-884-5400 
Missouri's Flagship University 
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INSTRUCTIONAL SERVICES 12^6241 

Instruction 

Challenged Materials 

REVIEW OF INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS 



Type of material (book, film, pamphlct^etc,):_ 

Title of aaiBriri: ftrtrtfr JaLSikMec — C- 



Publisher: LlA&. t&UL± 77ZT# "Tl , , u /~ 

Your name, address, telephone number :_^&£>j u^a/a E £ — 

Do you have a child in the school concerned? — ^/^^ r 



Complainant also represents others: ,y £ 

(organization-name). 



(other n^r-'^'^ fn}t*ett pe 



vw "~ ^ r 7 ^5 

To what pan of the material do you object? Cite words, page nurtbers:ZiL£L£ 

Why do you object to this material?, /o ^ g * ^ J fc , ^ , V 

Are you familiar with flie range of materials used in the school system on this topic? MaT tt +fty 
Do you approve of presenting a diversity of points of view about this material in the classr&orof ^ 

rtu *j f u/J zJz Az in lis £ 1*11 roo^ — 

Should this be withdrawn from all students? Yes .No f f^r } C k*oi* W 

. Signature of Complainant ^ ate 
Please give/send this information to: — 



Superintendent- 
Address 



Oct. 99 
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SSD 

Sedalia School District #200 



District Office 
2806 Matthew Drive 
Sedalia, Missouri 

65301 
($60)829-6450 
FOX (660) 827-8938 
www.$edalla20& com 



Sarriet Wolfe, Ed. D. 

superintendent 

Jradley R. PoKlitt, Ed. 

5* Asstetfflit Superintendent 
lumart Resources 
Injldings & Grounds 

toncy L, Scott, Ed, S. 

assistant Superintendent 
iusincBE & Finance 
'edtral Programs 

:arla Wheeler, M-E.P. 

Jircctor of Curriculum 
nstmction & Assessment 

Tulle Dill, Ed. S. 

>irector of Spewat Education 
Hudcnt Support Services 



"Accredited with 
Distinction in 
Performance* 2004-05 



Sedalia #200 is an equal 
opportunity and affirmative 
action employer 



Date: January 6, 2011 
Re: Book Challenge 

Mr. John Walker 
21858 HwyF 
Sedalia, MO. 65301 

Dear Mr. Walker, 

This letter is being sent to inform you of the decision that has been made in reference 
to the official challenge you made on December 6, 201 to the book Bridge to 
Terabithia . According to the complaint, you suggested that the language in the text 
was "too close to using God's name in vain" for the grade school children to 
distinguish the difference. 

In accordance with Board Policy 6241, on Tuesday, January 4, 201 1, a committee of 
nine people met to review the book and evaluate the questioned material. The 
committee included an administrator, two classroom teachers, the librarian, a member 
of the Board of Education, and four lay persons. Two of the lay persons are parents 
of children at Skyline Elementary. 

After careful consideration and review of the questioned material, the committee 
recommends that the book be retained in its present capacity as a supplementary 
reading material without restrictions. 

Thank you for taking an interest in your grandchild's education and if you have any 
further question regarding this issue, please contact Mrs. McFatrich at Skyline 
Elementary, 

Respectfully, 



Bradley Pollitt 
Assistant Superintendent 
Sedalia School District #200 
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Skyline Elementary 
School 



Memo 

To: Dr. Harriet Wolfe 

From: Kelly McFatiich 

CC: Brad Potlitt ( 

Date: 2/26/2011 

Hg: Review of Instructional Materials 



On December 8 ( 2010, the form "Review of Instructional Materials" (attached) was completed and 
returned to the Superintendent's office by a patron. The complaint was filed in objection to a section of 
text, on page 85, in the book entitled Bridge to Terabithia . According to the complaint, the patron 
suggested that the language in the text was "too close (to using God's name in vain) for grade 
schoolers to distinguish the difference". 

A committee of nine people was formed to review the book and evaluate the questioned material The 
committee included an administrator, 2 classroom teachers, the librarian, a member of the Board of 
Education, and four lay persons. Two of the lay persons were parents of children at Skyline 
Elementary. 

After careful consideration and review of the questioned material, the committee recommends that the 
book be retained without restriction. 



